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CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

 
London Youth Conservatoire takes its responsibilities for Child Protection very seriously and endeavours 
to provide a safe and welcoming environment where children are respected and valued.  
 
This policy applies to all teachers, service providers, trustees, parents, volunteers, visitors and to pupils 
on and off the school site whilst they are the responsibility of the School.  
 
Natalie Lindsay, as a Trustee of London Youth Conservatoire is the designated Child Protection Officer. 
 
When abuse is suspected or alleged, indications may appear: 
 

a. From a student disclosing information themselves 
b. Through another student, staff member, parent, etc. 
c. In written form 
d. Through physical or emotional signs of abuse 

 
Anyone made aware of allegations should: 
 

a. Listen carefully to what is said 
b. Not challenge what is said 
c. Reassure the student or the person giving the information that they are doing the right thing by 

disclosing it. Do not guarantee confidentiality, as referrals may have to be made in order to 
safeguard the student 

d. Contact the Child Protection Officer and the Director of Music without delay 
e. Make written notes of what has been said 

 
The Child Protection Officer will make necessary decisions on further interview with the student and 
contact with parents or contact to the necessary authorities. Teachers should not use their own initiative 
in this area. 
 
 
Practical guidelines for the teachers or any trustee/service provider/volunteer interacting with the 
children: 
 

a. Avoid all physical contact with students except where absolutely necessary.  If you do need to 
touch a child to correct a position for example, explain in advance that you are going to do so, 
and why. 

b. Avoid commenting on a child’s appearance. A casual remark may be misinterpreted. 
c. Except in cases of emergency, only trained first aiders will administer first aid. All first aid 

treatments will be recorded and where significant will be shared with parents at the earliest 
opportunity.  

d. Following any incident where a teacher feels that their actions may have been misconstrued, 
contact should be made without delay with the Child Protection Officer. 
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Confidentiality 
 
It is very important that anyone who suspects a case of child abuse refers their concerns only to the 
Child Protection Officer and maintains confidentiality at all times with others. Other parties will be 
informed on a need to know basis. 

 
Definition of Abuse 

 
 
The following are definitions of the four categories of abuse as per the DofE Statutory Guidance 
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (2018). These apply to all children and young people under the 
age of 18. 
 
All should be aware that abuse, neglect and safeguarding issues are rarely standalone events that can 
be covered by one definition or label. In most cases, multiple issues will overlap with one another.  
 
Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm or 
by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community 
setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly online, or 
technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults or by 
another child or children.  
 
1.Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or 
scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also 
be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.  
 
2. Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and 
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they are 
worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It 
may include not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or 
‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally 
inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond 
a child’s developmental capability as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, 
or preventing the child participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-
treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing children frequently 
to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional 
abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone.  
 
3. Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not 
necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. 
The activities may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral 
sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of clothing. 
They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production 
of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate 
ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including via the internet). Adult males do not solely 
perpetrate sexual abuse. Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.  
 
4. Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to 
result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during 
pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent 
or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or 
abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate 
supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care 
or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs. 


